SUMMARY SHEET FOR MEETINGS / EVENTS / TRAINING SESSIONS

ORGANIZED BY SAATHII CALCUTTA LGBT SUPPORT CENTRE
Note: This summary format is mainly for use in the LGBT support centre project funded by Elton John AIDS Foundation, London. However, it can be modified and used in other projects as well. This summary sheet can also form the basis for more detailed reports, particularly for networking events and interface events organized as part of the LGBT support centre project.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Title: Protesting Violence Against Women – 2004: Rainbow Salute to Women Event
· Date and time: December 4, 2005, 5.00-8.15 pm
· Venue: Goethe Institut, Max Mueller Bhavan, Calcutta

· Participant details (names / organizations / places):

	No.
	Name
	Organization
	Place

	A
	Organizers

	1
	Anupam Hazra
	SAATHII
	Calcutta

	2
	Aparna Ghosh
	SAATHII
	Calcutta

	3
	Pawan Dhall
	SAATHII
	Calcutta

	4
	Rohit Sarkar
	SAATHII
	Konnagar

	5
	Rupa Basu
	SAATHII
	Khalisani

	6
	Sanjay Vasa
	SAATHII
	Calcutta

	7
	Santanu Pyne
	SAATHII
	Sonarpur

	8
	Somali Ghosh
	SAATHII Volunteer
	Sydney, Australia

	9
	Subhajit Pakira
	SAATHII
	Khalisani

	10
	Tirthankar Guha Thakurta
	SAATHII Volunteer
	Calcutta

	B
	Speakers / Performers

	1
	Chaitali Lahiri
	SPARSHA
	Calcutta

	2
	Rina Gayen
	AASHA
	Calcutta

	3
	Rupankar Bagchi
	AASHA / SPARSHA Well-wisher
	Calcutta

	4
	Somali Ghosh
	AIDS Council of New South Wales / Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade, Australia
	Sydney, Australia

	5
	Maya Shanker
	Sangini (India) Trust
	New Delhi

	6
	Bharati Shah
	Sangini (India) Trust
	New Delhi

	7
	Amitava Sarkar
	PLUS Kolkata
	Calcutta

	8
	Anis Ray Chaudhuri
	Amitie
	Chandannagar

	9
	Rajarshi Chakraborty
	Swikriti
	Calcutta

	10
	Sanjib Chakrabarty
	MANAS Bangla
	Calcutta

	11
	Tirthankar Guha Thakurta
	Calcutta National Medical College
	Calcutta
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Collaborators: West Bengal Organizing Committee, Protesting Violence Against Women Campaign 2004; Goethe Institut, Max Mueller Bhavan, Calcutta; Elton John AIDS Foundation, UK.

Audience participation: The audience consisted of 70-80 participants from a diverse range of backgrounds. Organizations represented (apart from the collaborators and those with which the speakers and performers were associated) included Amnesty International, Calcutta; Astitva, Baruipur; Columbia University, USA; Diksha, Calcutta; Jabala, Calcutta; Nandipat, Calcutta; Praajak, Calcutta; Right Now, Calcutta; Samikshani, Calcutta; Satyajit Ray Film and Television Institute, Calcutta; School of Human Genetics and Population Health, Calcutta; Social Welfare and Community Service, Calcutta; Sutrapat Theatre Group, Calcutta; Swayam, Calcutta; Thoughtshop Foundation, Calcutta; and Truth, The Way We See It, Calcutta.    

Media agencies present included ZEE News and Alpha Bangla. Individual media persons like Ananya Chatterjee (filmmaker and journalist), Dev Nayak (photographer) and Siddhartha Roy (singer from the Cactus band) were also present.

Approximately 250 invitations were sent out via courier and e-mail notice of the event. However, complications with the courier eventuated in some invitations being delivered late, which may have contributed to the relatively less number of participants. On the brighter side, this was probably the first time in a SAATHII event related to LGBT issues that the number of supporters of LGBT people equalled or outnumbered LGBT people themselves!

· Goal of the event and background:
To enable the LGBT communities of Calcutta express solidarity with the women’s movement and generate support in the LGBT communities towards fighting violence against women.

This event was part of the West Bengal Organizing Committee’s programme of the International Campaign to End Violence against Women and Girls. This campaign originated from the first Women’s Global Leadership Institute sponsored by the Centre for Women’s Global Leadership in 1991. The campaign runs from November 25 (International Day Against Violence Against Women) to December 10 (International Human Rights Day) every year. Women’s rights activists have been observing the campaign in India for the past eight years. This was SAATHII’s first year of involvement.

· Proceedings highlights:

1. Pawan opened the event with remarks about SAATHII’s background and an overview of the concept for the event. Sanjay followed Pawan with acknowledgements of people and organizations that had made the event possible. These included the collaborators, particularly the Goethe Institut, Max Mueller Bhavan, for their generosity in providing the venue and all presentation equipment free of cost, and on relatively short notice.

2. Pawan introduced Chaitali (SPARSHA) and Rina (AASHA) as speakers. Chaitali gave a power point presentation outlining the ways in which the HIV epidemic affects women in West Bengal. The presentation also included information about SPARSHA’s initiatives around HIV/AIDS and women. Chaitali’s presentation was well received with applause.

3. Following Chaitali, Rina presented her inspiring personal story relating to HIV. She told the audience about her late husband’s drug use and subsequent death from AIDS. She went on to describe the events surrounding her own sero-conversion and serious illness. Rina concluded her story by recounting her meeting with SPARSHA, and her personal and financial empowerment through her involvement with AASHA. The audience was visibly moved by Rina’s passionate story and acknowledged it with loud applause.
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4. Pawan then introduced singers Rupankar and Chaitali to present songs for “Aashar Gaan”, a music album created by SPARSHA and sponsored by West Bengal State AIDS Prevention & Control Society, Calcutta. The album has inspirational songs interspersed with voiceovers of women living with HIV/AIDS. Before presenting the songs Rupankar, who is a well-known name in the Bengali popular music scenario, spoke a few words about his personal enlightenment on HIV/AIDS issues through association with AASHA and SPARSHA and his hopes for others to have similar experiences. Chaitali and Rupankar then presented a number of songs. The audience participated in one of the songs and the performances were applauded raucously.

5. Anupam then facilitated a question and answer session from the audience to representatives from SPARSHA and AASHA. There were no questions from the audience so Pawan took the opportunity to remind the audience about the AASHA crafts stall, which was situated outside the auditorium. He urged people to support AASHA’s work generously by purchasing their craft items and cassettes of “Aashar Gaan”.

6. Just before the interval, Pawan invited Anuradha Kapoor from Swayam and Coordinator of the Protesting Violence Against Women Campaign to give an overview of the campaign. Anuradha explained how the campaign had started and grown from strength to strength over the years. She expressed solidarity with the LGBT and AIDS movements and hoped that more and more agencies from different areas of work would join the campaign. She also provided information about some of the upcoming events as part of the campaign and urged all present to attend the events.   

7. Following the interval a clip promoting the Campaign to Protest Violence against Women was played for the audience. The clip featured the issue of eve teasing, which was the focus of the campaign in West Bengal this year. 

8. Pawan then introduced Somali Ghosh, the first keynote speaker from the Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade, Australia. Somali is Chairperson of the Parade Committee. She provided the audience with a power point presentation that outlined the history and links between the LGBT and women’s movements from an international perspective. Her presentation showed how the LGBT movement had been influenced by developments in women’s movements in USA, Australia, Brazil and other countries. She also presented instances of successful collaborations between the two movements and concluded that such collaborations are needed even more in the current social and political scenario. Somali’s presentation was well received by the audience.

9. The second keynote speaker was Maya Shanker from Sangini (India) Trust, New Delhi, a support agency for women attracted to women. Maya presented the similarities between the experiences of women who are attracted to women and other women who are oppressed by society. Further, Maya outlined the theoretical framework underpinning the work of Sangini. Maya’s presentation was also well received by the audience. Maya was accompanied by colleague Bharati Shah for the presentation.

10. Next, Anupam facilitated a discussion session that allowed questions to the keynote speakers. A number of questions were asked regarding the political LGBT movement in Australia, legal recourse for female victims of violence in Australia and the impact of Section 377, Indian Penal Code, on women attracted to women in India. Maya and Pawan also spoke about work that had been done in relation to reforming sexual assault laws in India by a broad coalition of organizations.

: 4 :

11. Maya then introduced “Kashish”, a film produced by Sangini (India) Trust. The film featured two women who met in Delhi and fell in love. The script followed their journey from friends to lovers and portrayed both the joys and tribulations of their relationship. Following the film there was opportunity for the audience to ask questions of the Sangini representatives about the film. One question was asked about the framework used for counselling and support of women who approach Sangini. Other questions related to the process involved in making the film.

12. The final segment of the event consisted of members of the GBT communities in and around Calcutta speaking out about the women in their lives. Five gay, bisexual and transgender men spoke about women who they were able to confide in, women who supported them, women who befriended them during lonely times, women who inspired them and women who protected them. Most speakers talked about their mothers, while some also spoke about their sisters and friends. This segment was particularly moving for the audience and each speaker was greeted with applause. Tirthankar, who was the final speaker, made the best possible concluding remarks, not just for his speech but also for the event. That all human rights movements are fighting for the same larger issue – survival with respect and dignity – but through different specific issues. Therefore joining hands was not only desirable but also inevitable.

13. After these speeches, Pawan thanked everyone in the audience and made some closing remarks after which the event came to an end.

14. SAATHII Calcutta’s reference library has video / photo documentation of the event.

15. Audience feedback: On leaving the auditorium a number of participants made remarks in a logbook. These comments included:
· “Excellent initiative that recognizes women both within and external to the LGBT movement.”

· “Felt really great but wish more people could attend.”

· “A very good educating and interactive experience.”

· “Emotionally warm experience. Hope to work together.”

· “I think it’s a good sign when women’s issues and LGBT issues are being addressed together.”

· “Such solidarity should be organized throughout the year.”

· “It’s a great joy to be part of this programme. Really liked the film. There should be a starting point of everything.”

· “Insightful, informative, sensitive. Keep it up.”

16. At a staff debriefing in the week following the event the following recommendations were made by SAATHII staff and volunteers:

· To start the invitation process earlier.

· To have some kind of media event just before the actual event to attract more media coverage.

· To incorporate more audio-visual and dramatic effects into programmes.

· Report written by: Somali Ghosh, Volunteer. Additional comments: Pawan Dhall 
