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Remembering Siddhartha and his work through films and dialogue on

sexuality, human rights, sexual health and HIV/AIDS issues
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
About Siddhartha Gautam

Siddhartha Gautam was a lawyer and human rights activist and worked on a variety of issues related to discrimination against vulnerable groups of people in India. He was one of the first people in India to talk about HIV/AIDS as a human rights issue and started AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan (ABVA) in 1989-90 in New Delhi, the first AIDS activist group in the country. His excitement with the group was tangible as ABVA made its presence felt through public protests against discriminatory policies. ABVA also initiated a petition campaign that helped prevent the passing of the draconian AIDS (Prevention) Bill of 1989. Siddhartha’s work as a lawyer in New Delhi strengthened these efforts.

Through ABVA, Siddhartha also pushed issues concerning sexual minorities in India. He was responsible for bringing out “Less than Gay – A Citizen’s Report on the Status of Homosexuality in India”, the first report of its kind and published only about a couple of months before his death. Siddhartha also worked with ABVA to publish a series of well-researched reports on the status of other vulnerable groups of people like women in prostitution, professional blood donors and drug dependents, who are stigmatized by public policies and prejudices around HIV/AIDS.

He worked in environmental issues and in the movement of justice to the Bhopal gas victims. Once he helped organize a tour of USA by a number of Bhopal gas survivors, as part of a publicity campaign against Union Carbide.

Siddhartha died of cancer in 1992 at the age of 28. But he lives on in our memories and through the issues he worked on. With this event, we seek to continue Siddhartha’s engagement with human rights issues, and through it, pay our tribute to the vision and spirit of Siddhartha.
About the Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival

The main purpose of the event is to screen films that deal with the different human rights issues that Siddhartha worked on, and in the process provide a platform for filmmakers working on these issues to show their films.

The event also aims to provide an opportunity for dialogue on issues relating to different vulnerable groups, provide a safe space for their members and for those who wish to engage themselves with issues concerning the groups. In this context, the event hopes to link members of the audience who have faced or are facing human rights violations with relevant resource persons
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The film festival is being organized in Calcutta, Siddhartha’s birthplace, for the third consecutive year, and is inspired by a similar festival organized by The Friends of Siddhartha group in New Delhi each year from 1993 to 2003. The festival consists of feature and documentary films interspersed with short discussions and interaction with some of the filmmakers.

This year’s festival also includes the launch of a music video, a television series preview and the SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005 (the first award of its kind in India that honours films portraying sexual minorities and actors in the roles of lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender characters). In terms of venues too the festival breaks new ground as it debuts outside the metro cities (in Chandannagar).

The Rainbow Pride Week

The Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival is part of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Rainbow Pride Week – June 20 to 26, 2005. The week begins with the film festival on June 20 and winds up with the Rainbow Pride Walk on June 26. Highlights of the week include film screenings and film awards, music video and poetry audio launches, television series previews, announcements about memorandums to political leaders, panel discussions, creation of new support forums and a solidarity march. All events in Calcutta and its neighbourhood.

The Rainbow Pride Week is all about . . .

Looking back for inspiration: To millennia of records of same-sex love in Indian history, to flashpoint events like the Stonewall Riots in USA in 1969, and to pioneering individuals like Siddhartha Gautam, one of India’s first activists to bring sexual orientation, gender identity and AIDS into the Indian human rights movement in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

Looking forward with hope: To the next step in the India-wide campaign against Section 377, Indian Penal Code, an outdated statute that criminalizes LGBT people and hampers life-saving sexual health work among LGBT people. The next hearing of the petition against Section 377 in the Supreme Court is likely in mid July 2005.

Renewing our pledge: To work for equality and dignity in all spheres of life for LGBT people, people living with HIV/AIDS and all other sections of society denied their human rights. With

your support!
About the Rainbow Pride Walk

The walk is organized each year to mark Stonewall Riots Day, a landmark event that took place on June 27, 1969, in New York, USA. The riots were a mark of protest by LGBT people against police harassment that was a daily feature of their lives in those days. The riots sparked off what can be said to be the modern movement for LGBT rights in the West. The Indian LGBT movement that took its first steps in the early 1990s also draws moral strength from the Stonewall Riots event – though the Indian LGBT scenario is different in some ways from its counterparts in the West. The first ever Rainbow Pride Walk in India was organized in Calcutta in 1999 by LGBT-India, Integration Society and Counsel Club. Since then Integration Society has taken the lead in organizing the walk again in 2003 and 2004. In 2004 more than 200 people participated in the walk from all over India. This year the Calcutta walk will be followed by one in Bangalore.
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Siddhartha Gautam Film festival and Rainbow Pride Week schedules

Included in the day wise and overall invitations.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

About the films to be screened and the filmmakers

“Babies and AIDS – Protecting Our Future”: Dir. Pablo Chaterji, India, 22 min, Tamil / English. A short documentary on prevention of parent to child transmission of HIV and the role each one of us should play in protecting our future. The film is a collaborative venture of South India AIDS Action Programme, Chennai; Community Health Education Society, Chennai; and Macfarlane Burnet Centre for Medical Research, Fairfield, Australia. E-mail: siaap@eth.net

“I Am Positive That We Shall Overcome”: Produced by Social Awareness Service Organization (SASO), Imphal, 2004, India, 10 min, English / Manipuri. Musical vignettes addressing disclosure of HIV status, hope and optimism

SASO, started in 1991, was one of the first organizations to work with injecting drug users on HIV/AIDS and sexual health issues in Manipur. Today it also works with men who have sex with men (MSM) and on care, support and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS. E-mail: sasoimph@rediffmail.com
“Kashish”: Dir. Meenakshi Vinay Rai, 2003, India, 30 min, Hindi / English. Producers: Sangini (India) Trust, New Delhi. “Kashish” is about two women who meet randomly. The relationship that evolves is special. It is a story about the love between two women and their reactions. “Kashish” was conceptualized by the Sangini team based on the experience gained in working with women dealing with issues around their sexual and / or gender orientation since 1997

Sangini (India) Trust is a New Delhi-based organisation working on issues of sexual and reproductive health and rights since 1997. Sangini runs the oldest Counselling and Community Support Programme for women dealing with issues around their sexual and / or gender orientation in India. E-mail: sangini97@hotmail.com

“Kinnor”: Premiere show: Dir. Bikram Das, 2005, India, 20 min, Bengali / Hindi / English. A short documentary on laundas – traditional cross-dressers and transgender dancers from Bengal and Bihar who perform at weddings and festivals in rural Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and sell sex for a living, often with violence and HIV as occupational hazards. To be presented by the filmmaker at the 7th International Congress on AIDS in Asia-Pacific, Kobe, Japan, in July 2005

Bikram Das is Secretary, Amitie Chandannagar, a support agency for LGBT people in the Hooghly and neighbouring districts of West Bengal. He also works as Field Supervisor of the MANAS Bangla network’s STI/HIV/AIDS intervention programme for MSM in West Bengal.

E-mail: amitie_chandannagar@yahoo.co.in

“Many People Many Desires”: Dir. T. Jayashree, 2004, India, 45 min, English / Kannada / Tamil. First-person narratives of young men and women in Bangalore who brave a conservative society and stand up for their sexuality, gender-expression and human rights. Winner of the Best International Documentary Award at the New York International Independent Film and Video Festival, 2005

Bangalore-based T. Jayashree has produced and directed for both radio and television and also worked on independent films. “Many People Many Desires” is her first independent documentary as a director. She is currently directing a feature length documentary on HIV/AIDS and access to affordable medicine. E-mail: jsree.t@gmail.com
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“Memories of Fear”: Dir. Madhusree Dutta, 1995, India, 57 min, Hindi / English. Four parallel narratives trace the path of growing up of girl children of various age groups. The film deals with the shattering of their dreams, the construction of their desires, the growing alienation from their body and the formation of fear. The experiential narratives are juxtaposed with interviews of older women who have gone through violent marriages and are able to trace the connection between the construction of femininity and marital violence. “Memories of Fear” explores the interplay between sexuality, construction of fear, and women’s own contribution to the system that continues to denigrate them. Winner of the “National Award for Best Film on Social Issues”, 1996

Madhusree Dutta is an alumnus of the National School of Drama, New Delhi, and has been making non-fiction films since 1993. Gender, identity and marginalisation are her chosen areas of work. Her films have been screened widely in India and abroad. She is the executive director of Majlis, a centre for multi-cultural initiatives in Mumbai. Majlis was founded in 1990 by a group of lawyers, artists, architects and academics, who trace their legacy to the early women’s movement in the 1980s in India. E-mail: majlis@vsnl.com

“My Brother Nikhil”: Dir. Onir, 2005, India, 135 min, Hindi / English. A sensitive story of a young swimming champion in Goa in the early 1990s. Told through the eyes of his loving sister, Anamika the story focuses on relationships that become strained when Nikhil becomes infected with HIV. This film is about how relationships redefine themselves in times of crisis. About a sister who defies her parents and stands by her brother. The film portrays a gay relationship that withstood social disapproval. Finally this is a film about a man’s quest to achieve something in life  . . . to be happy and to be loved. Winner of the “SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005”

Onir was born and brought up in Bhutan and graduated in English literature from the University of Calcutta. He also studied courses on film appreciation and was awarded a scholarship to study films in Berlin, Germany. In 1997 he started working as an editor and director of corporate videos, serials and music videos in Mumbai. About four years ago Onir decided to work on his own feature film. Not one to compromise on his script, Onir had to put in considerable resources of his own to start Four Front Films, which produced “My Brother Nikhil” in 2005. Sanjay Suri, who plays Nikhil in the film, provided a lot of encouragement to Onir and joined hands with him in starting Four Front Films and brought in other co-producers. Website: www.mybrothernikhil.com

“Piku Bhalo Aachhey” (Piku Is Fine): Dir. Tirthankar Guha Thakurta, 2004, India, 48 min, Bengali with English sub-titles. The filmmaker, a medical student, blends his own story of coming out as gay with a few activists’ interviews. The film tries to use various metaphors of nature and break the conventional barriers of normality and abnormality

Tirthankar Guha Thakurta is a student of Calcutta National Medical College. Tirthankar’s biggest supporters in the making of “Piku Bhalo Aachhey” were his college mates, who lent him ready support in many ways, including camera work. Representatives of some Calcutta-based agencies working with LGBT people -Sappho, Swikriti and SAATHII - were interviewed in the film. SAATHII co-produced the film with others in the film crew. E-mail: tirthankar82@yahoo.co.in

“Virus No. 1”: Dir. Ramchandra P. N., 2003, India, 10 min, Hindi / Gujarati with English sub-titles. A short documentary on infections, emotions and the role of the home in care, support and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS

Ramchandra P. N. graduated from the Film & Television Institute of India, Pune, in 1990. Currently living in Mumbai, Ramchandra directs, writes and produces television serials, documentaries and short films. Among the television programmes he has worked for is the popular 1990s series “Surabhi”. His five-minute fiction “Heart Troubles of Ramchand Yavathmal Tiruchinapalli Azamghar” (2003) was the winner of the best documentary film at the Abuja International Film Festival in 2004. E-mail: sonk@vsnl.com
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About SAATHII’s audio-visual collaborations to be launched or previewed during the

film festival

“The Pegasus” (Pokkhiraaj): Music video, 2005, India, 5.36 min, Bengali with English sub-titles

“The Pegasus” is the first-ever Bengali music video expressing solidarity with LGBT people, urging them to break all barriers of prejudice and fly high! A joint effort of Bangla music band Cactus, SAATHII, Amitie and Swikriti, the video has Siddhartha Roy, popularly known as Sidhu, as the lead singer and has been shot at various sites in and around Calcutta. The video is an effort at advocacy through music, and pays tribute to individuals and situations that have been instrumental in taking the Indian LGBT movement forward. Apart from broadcast over television and radio channels, distribution of VCD copies of the video is also planned. E-mail: saathiical_lgbtsc@rediffmail.com

Concept: Sidhu. Music: Cactus. Direction: Nintu. Production: Sidhu, SAATHII and its well-wishers. Main cast: Monty, Joseph, Partha, Cactus. Camera: Vinod. Editor: Vikas. Art: Ujjal. Studios: Solaris, Rap. Acknowledgements: Abhik, Amitava, Anis, Anit, Anupam, Bapi, Bikram, Forum, Gora, Goutam, Jahangir, Jagannath, Joydeep, Manik, Morudyan, Pawan, Promit, Rabi, Rajarshi, Rajib, Rohit, Sandhya, Sandip, Somnath, Subho, Sushanta, Surojit, Santanu, Soumendu, Tirthankar, Tito

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“Out On TV”: Interview series (work in progress), 2005, India, Bengali with English sub-titles

“Out On TV” is the first television interview series of its kind in eastern India, and is a joint effort of SAATHII and the Calcutta-based Sukriti Foundation (India’s first “television NGO” launched about two years ago). Each episode in the series includes short interviews with LGBT people (or those who have worked closely with them) talking about their experiences of discrimination and violence in various spheres of life. Each episode also includes reactions to these interviews by public figures. After presenting what LGBT people have to say, and what public figures have to say about LGBT people, each episode asks the viewers what they have to say about the matter. Should LGBT people be treated like criminals on grounds of their sexual orientation or gender identity? If not, should laws that criminalize them exist at all?

The programme is likely to be telecast on Bangla Akhon channel in the coming months. All episodes are also to be compiled into a VCD for wider distribution, particularly among public figures, opinion leaders and those advocating decriminalization of LGBT people through their work around sexuality, human rights, sexual health or HIV/AIDS. E-mail: saathiical_lgbtsc@rediffmail.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Amitie, Swikriti and SAATHII acknowledge . . .

1. Everyone in the audience for coming to see the films and participating in the discussions

2. Filmmakers Bikram Das, Madhushree Dutta, Onir, Meenakshi Vinay Rai, Pablo Chaterji, Ramchandra P. N., T. Jayashree and Tirthankar Guha-Thakurta

3. Majlis, Mumbai; Sangama, Bangalore; and Sangini (India) Trust, New Delhi, for helping access the films “Memories of Fear”, “Many People Many Desires” and “Kashish”, respectively

4. Siddhartha Roy and his colleagues in Cactus, Nintu and her film crew and all other individuals who contributed to the making of the music video “The Pegasus”
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5. Sukriti Foundation for a special preview of the television programme “Out On TV” at the film festival opening

6. Resource persons Anusree Das Banerjee, Srabonti Ghosh and Tarit Chakraborty

7. Aparesh Dhar, Onir’s father, for graciously accepting the SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005 on behalf of winners Onir and Purab Kohli

8. Saagar Gupta and Sridhar Rangayan for interviewing the winners of the SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005 in Mumbai and video recording the winners’ responses

9. Artist Shovik, Reflection and Shilpa Kutir for the creation of the SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005 and the film festival mementos

10. Park Palace Hotel, Nritya Gopal Smriti Mandir, The Calcutta Samaritans, Gorky Sadan and Digitech Systems for the venues and equipment for the film festival

11. Elton John AIDS Foundation, London, for funding support for SAATHII’s LGBT resource centre in Calcutta – the film festival is an annual activity of this resource centre

12. All volunteers who selflessly joined the Amitie, Swikriti and SAATHII teams in organizing the film festival

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thank you Kusum Gupta and Suresh Gupta, Siddhartha’s parents – for giving us a wonderful human being that Siddhartha was, and also for your kindness, love and inner strength.

Thank you Anuja Gupta and Sujata Winfield, Siddhartha’s sisters – for all your support.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Amitie (Chandannagar, started 2003): Support agency for LGBT people in the Hooghly and neighbouring districts of West Bengal. Contact: amitie_chandannagar@yahoo.co.in 
Swikriti (Calcutta, started 2003): Support agency for LGBT people in Calcutta and the 24 Parganas (N) district of West Bengal. Contact: swikriti_03@yahoo.co.in
SAATHII (Chennai, Calcutta, started 2000): Works to strengthen the capacities of individuals and organizations working on HIV/AIDS and related issues in India through information dissemination, networking, advocacy and technical assistance services. Contact: saathii@yahoo.com
