RAINBOW PRIDE WEEK 2005

June 20 to 26, 2005

Films and film awards, music video and poetry audio launches, television series previews, memorandums to political leaders, panel discussions, creation of new support forums and a solidarity march to mark the

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Rainbow Pride Week 2005!

Amitie, Swikriti, Integration Society and

Solidarity and Action Against The HIV Infection in India (SAATHII)

welcome you to the opening of the Rainbow Pride Week 2005

On June 20, 2005, 2.00 pm to 5.30 pm

Park Palace Hotel, Singhi Villa, 49/2 Gariahat Road, Calcutta 700 019

The opening programme will include a media interaction, launch of SAATHII’s audio-visual collaborations with partners Cactus and Sukriti Foundation and the start of

Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival 2005

(Opening programme details and highlights of the week’s activities provided on the reverse)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Rainbow Pride Week is all about . . .

Looking back for inspiration: To millennia of records of same-sex love in Indian history, to flashpoint events like the Stonewall Riots in USA in 1969, and to pioneering individuals like Siddhartha Gautam, one of India’s first activists to bring sexual orientation, gender identity and AIDS into the Indian human rights movement in the late 1980s and early 1990s

Looking forward with hope: To the next step in the India-wide campaign against Section 377, Indian Penal Code, an outdated statute that criminalizes lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people and hampers life-saving sexual health work among LGBT people. The next hearing of the petition against Section 377 in the Supreme Court is likely in mid July 2005

Renewing our pledge: To work for equality and dignity in all spheres of life for LGBT people, people living with HIV/AIDS and all other sections of society denied their human rights. With your support!
The Rainbow Pride Week begins with the Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival on June 20 and ends with the Rainbow Pride Walk on June 26. The Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival is inspired by a similar festival organized each year, from 1993 to 2003 in New Delhi by the Friends of Siddhartha group. SAATHII and its partners organized the first edition of the Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival in 2003 in Calcutta, Siddhartha’s birthplace. This year, in its third edition, the festival breaks new ground with a 4-day schedule, India’s first LGBT film awards and debut outside the metro cities (in Chandannagar).

The Rainbow Pride Walk is organized each year to mark Stonewall Riots Day, a landmark event that took place on June 27, 1969, in New York, USA. The riots were a mark of protest by LGBT people against police harassment that was a daily feature of their lives in those days. The riots sparked off what can be said to be the modern movement for LGBT rights in the West. The Indian LGBT movement that took its first steps in the early 1990s also draws moral strength from the Stonewall Riots event – though the Indian LGBT scenario is different in some ways from its counterparts in the West. The first ever Rainbow Pride Walk in India was organized in Calcutta in 1999 by LGBT-India, Integration Society and Counsel Club. Since then Integration Society has taken the lead in organizing the walk again in 2003 and 2004. In 2004 more than 200 people participated in the walk from all over India. This year the Calcutta walk will be followed by one in Bangalore.

June 20 programme details

· Welcome address and introduction to the organizing agencies

· Media conference addressed jointly by SAATHII, Amitie, Swikriti and Integration Society to provide a background to the Rainbow Pride Week and details of the week’s activities

· Short presentation on Siddhartha Gautam and the film festival named after him

· Tentative launch of the first ever Bengali music video expressing solidarity with LGBT people produced jointly by Cactus and SAATHII, followed by an interaction with Siddhartha Roy of Cactus

· Preview of a Bengali television interview series with LGBT people “Out On TV”, the first of its kind in eastern India, produced jointly by Sukriti Foundation and SAATHII

· Unveiling of the SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005

· High tea followed by film screenings –

a) Virus No. 1: Dir. Ramchandra P. N., 2004, India, 10 min, Hindi / Gujarati with English sub-titles. A short documentary on infections, emotions and the role of the home in care, support and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS 

b) Piku Bhalo Aachhey: Dir. Tirthankar Guha Thakurta, 2004, India, 48 min, Bengali with English sub-titles. A semi-fictional narrative about a gay Bengali youth and his journey into self-acceptance
· Interaction with filmmaker Tirthankar Guha Thakurta
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chronological highlights of the Rainbow Pride Week (June 20-26):

· Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival 2005 (June 20-22, 25)
· Tentative launch of a music video produced jointly by Cactus and SAATHII (June 20)
· Preview of a TV interview series produced jointly by Sukriti Foundation and SAATHII (June 20)
· Announcement of Amitie’s plans to submit a memorandum to political leaders seeking their active support for sexual health programmes for LGBT people (June 20)
· Siddhartha Gautam Film Festival debuts outside metro cities – in Chandannagar (June 21) 

· Swikriti to initiate a support forum for parents of LGBT people – one day of the film festival dedicated towards this purpose - strict confidentiality of viewers’ identities requested in media coverage, photographs to be provided by Swikriti (June 22)
· Meeting of India Network For Sexual Minorities with support from NACO (June 23-24)
· Film show and discussion on LGBT rights by Integration Society and American Center (June 24)
· Presentation of SAATHII Rainbow Film Awards 2005 – decided on the basis of votes cast by LGBT people from across West Bengal – India’s first LGBT-related film awards (June 25) 

· Launch of a multi-lingual audio CD collection of poems by Indian gay, bisexual and transgender poets - produced by Integration Society (June 26)
· Rainbow Pride Walk 2005 (June 26)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SAATHII (Chennai, Calcutta, started 2000): Works to strengthen the capacities of individuals and organizations working on HIV/AIDS and related issues in India through information dissemination, networking, advocacy and technical assistance services. Contact: 98312 88023 (Pawan Dhall), 94331 56951 (Anupam Hazra), saathiical_lgbtsc@rediffmail.com   

Amitie (Chandannagar, started 2003): Support agency for LGBT people in the Hooghly and neighbouring districts of West Bengal. Contact: 93310 38554 (Anis Ray Chaudhuri, after 5 pm) 
Swikriti (Calcutta, started 2003): Support agency for LGBT people in Calcutta and the 24 Parganas (N) district of West Bengal. Contact: 94330 09190 (Rajarshi Chakrabarty) 

Integration Society (Calcutta, started 1999): A social communication agency, with special emphasis on issues concerning sexual minorities. Contact: 98312 71542 (Rafiquel Haque Dowjah)
