


iscriminated against, disowned and denied their
D rights, most ‘people living with HIV (PLHIV)’ and

‘sexual minorities’ in Orissa lack access to basic
health services and social security. They live in dire poverty
and are denied basic healthcare because of severe stigma
attached to their HIV status or criminalization of higher risk
and socially non-conformant sexual behaviours. Denial
ranges from non-availability of services or refusal of health
workers to treat them to outright violence, abuse and even
death.

In effect, the sexual and reproductive health (SRH)
status of these groups of people is severely
compromised and their vulnerability to HIV increased
several fold. Any efforts to ensure the well being of
PLHIV and sexual minorities must take into account
their SRH and HIV concerns. But within the policy
framework, government health programmes like the
National AIDS Control Programme Phase Il (NACP-III),
National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), and the
Reproductive and Child Health Programme Phase ||
(RCH-II) are yet to adequately address the SRH needs of
sexual minorities and PLHIV.

Many civil society initiatives (including community-based
ones) in Orissa also lack an appreciation of the wide range
of SRH and HIV needs of sexual minorities and PLHIV,
most of them providing only limited safer sex education and
medical services related to STI/HIV/AIDS prevention and
treatment.

Morevover, the concerns of certain sections of PLHIV like
children infected or affected by HIV and sexual minorities
like Hijras, other transgender people, lesbians and bisexual
women are yet to find adequate space within the larger
health and development discourse in the state.

While the government acknowledges that an 'enabling
environment' created by protecting the rights of PLHIV and
sexual minorities is essential and will result in an uptake of
SRH and HIV services, much needs to be done on this and
other fronts to ensure that their ‘right to life and health', as
guaranteed under the Indian Constitution becomes
available to them in the fullest sense of the term.












Member Agencies of Sampark

1) ActionAid India, Bhubaneswar: Works all over
Orissa

2) Arun Institute of Rural Affairs (AIRA), Sambalpur:
Works in Sambalpur and Dhenkanal districts

3) Association for Rural Uplift and National Allegiance
(ARUNA), Berhampur: Works in Ganjam district

4) Bhawanis, Bhawanipatna: Works in Bhawanipatna
block in Kalahandi district

5) Brundaban Sanskrutika Anusthan (BSA),
Kalahandi: Works in Kalahandi district

6) Fellowship, Bhadrak: Works in Bhadrak district

7) Indian Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS
(INP+), Bhubaneswar: Works all over Orissa

8) Institute for Development Programmes and
Research (IDPR), Bhubaneswar: Works in
Balangir, Ganjam and Khurda districts

9) Kalinga Network for People Living with HIV/AIDS
(KNP+), Bhubaneswar: Works all over Orissa

10) Laxminarayan MSM CBO, Balangir: Works in
Balangir and Luisinga blocks in Balangir district

11) Maa Manikeswari Group, Titilagarh: Works in
Titilagarh block in Balangir district

12) Maa Samaleswari Group, Sambalpur: Works in
Rairakhol block in Sambalpur district

13) Parivartan, Bhawanipatna: Works in Kalahandi
district

14) People’s Cultural Centre (PECUC), Bhubaneswar:
Works all over Orissa

15) Rajendra Yuvak Sangha, Balangir: Works in
Balangir district

16) Rusikulya Network of Positive People (RNP+),
Berhampur: Works in Ganjam district

17) Sakha, Bhubaneswar: Works in Khurda district
18) Santi Seva, Bhadrak: Works in Bhadrak district









